








Taking a close look at some of the artwork on display was Councillor Kieran Corr, Deputy Mayor of Craigavon and 
James McCammick, Joint Chair of Peace III Southern Partnership

Good Relations Training Provides Vital Knowledge to Community 
and Voluntary Groups

At a recent Good Relations training course for community 
volunteers across the Borough, 16 people from throughout 
the Borough gained vital knowledge on a wide range of 
topics including Contentious cultural Issues, prejudice & 
discrimination and culture & tradition.

Organised by Craigavon Borough Council’s Development 
Department, the course is accredited by the Northern Ireland 
Open College Network (NIOCN) at Level II.  The training will 
help the representatives address issues at a local level and 
promote diversity and interdependence as key areas in their 
daily work.

It also provided them with the practical tools they need to deal 
with contentious issues and any problems which may arise.

For further information on training for community and 
voluntary group members, please contact Marian Fitzpatrick, 
Good Relations Support Offi cer on 028 3831 3605 or email 
marian.fi tzpatrick@craigavon.gov.uk



High Performing Communities Conference for Youth Providers

Over 70 youth workers from Craigavon, Armagh, Banbridge, Newry and Mourne, Louth and Monaghan 
council regions recently attended a high profi le youth providers conference aimed at introducing a new model 
of youth engagement which has found success in California. 

The High Performing Communities conference was organised by Craigavon Borough Council on behalf of 
the Southern Cluster, a body which represents Craigavon, Armagh, Banbridge, Newry and Mourne, Louth 
and Monaghan council regions. 

The Conference key note speaker Iris Archuleta spoke to the delegates about her own experience in working 
with young people as part of the Youth Intervention Network project in Antioch, California.  She and her 
colleagues from Emerald Consulting stepped delegates through the principals of the Youth Intervention 
Network which requires a collaborative ‘wrap around’ approach from agencies and youth providers. 

This YIN model has been applied with great results in the Antioch region, California and in partnership with 
Tides Training, Belfast, and the model is to be piloted within the Craigavon region.  Delegates were given the 
opportunity to ask questions about the model during detailed workshops. 

Joint chair of the Council Dr James McCammick 
credited the attendees for their hard work to engage 
young people in their own communities.  “It takes 
a special kind of person to work with young people 
and support them in tackling the diffi cult issues 
that they may face within local communities, such 
as racism, discrimination, sectarianism, crime, 
problems at school or home etc. I’d like to thank 
you all for your work in creating spaces and places 
within communities where young people can meet 
and talk, play sports, take part in training courses 
and overall, feel supported. Events like this allow 
us to learn from each other in a collaborative 
framework, discuss best practice, case studies 
and success stories - all of which is very valuable 
shared information.”

Commenting on the event, Howard Keery, Director 
of the Joint Technical Secretariat within the Special 
EU Programmes Body said; “This conference, which 
has received assistance from the EU’s PEACE III 
Programme is a highly worthwhile event. Without 
doubt, young people lie at the heart of our society 
and it is of vital importance that we foster within 
them an understanding and respect of people from 
different backgrounds and cultures.”

Paul Killen OFMDFM, pictured with Keynote Speaker 
Iris Archuleta

The delegation from Emerald Consulting, California, pictured 
with Colin Craig, Tides Training, PEACE III Investing In 
Our Future Co-ordinator, Emma O’Carroll, Good Relations 
Offi cer, Louise McCrory, Head of Community Development, 
Nicola Lane, and James McCammick, Joint Chair of PEACE 
III Southern Partnership.



Youth ‘Sound Off’ at PEACE III Event

Over 70 young people and youth leaders braved the cold 
weather to attend a youth issues conference this weekend 
encouraging young voices to be heard and inform future 
projects under Phase II of PEACE III. 

This fun, interactive conference was MC’d by Cool FM’s 
Sonya Mac and throughout the day workshops provided a 
platform for young people to identify and address current 
youth issues that affect them such as education, crime, 
home life, peer pressure, race and sectarian discrimination 
and tease out possible solutions.

The cross border event at the Carrickdale Hotel on Sat 4th 
December 2010, was an initiative from the Southern Cluster 
Partnership which invited young people from Craigavon, 
Armagh, Banbridge, Newry and Mourne, Louth and 
Monaghan council regions to take part in the event.  This 
conference was coordinated by the Investing in Our Future 
Priority, delivered by Craigavon Borough Council; it is one of 
seven priorities outlined in the Beyond Tolerance Strategy, 
funded by the EU’s PEACE III Programme. 

Joint Chair of the Southern Cluster Partnership Dr James 
McCammick said: “This event has given these young people 
a great opportunity to meet and work with peers from different 
areas and background.  It has also given the Cluster Council 
areas very valuable information as to the issues young 
people face and where they see opportunities for Council to 
offer solutions. This research is crucially important to tailor 
programmes that will be on offer in PEACE III - Phase 2, 
anticipated in 2011.  I’d like the thank the workshop facilitators 
- Dylan Quinn Dance, BEAM Creative, Making Music 
Workshop, Tides Training and BNL Productions for giving 
these young people a variety of ways to express themselves 
and to have their voice heard and inform policy decisions 
which will affect their lives and their local community.”

The Investing in Our Future Priority is one of seven priorities managed by the PEACE lll Southern Partnership, 
across the council areas of Armagh, Banbridge, Craigavon and Newry and Mourne. It also links in with Louth 

and Monaghan. Craigavon Borough Council is the lead partner for the Investing in Our Future Priority.

All seven of the priorities are being funded by the EU Programmes for Peace and Reconciliation (PEACE lll) 
under ‘Theme 1.1 Building Positive Relations at the Local Level’ as part of its ‘Beyond Tolerance’ strategy.



Good Relations Training for Community Centre Attendants

Exploring vital conflict issues at a recent 
Craigavon Borough Council good relations 
training course in Portadown Town Hall were:

Alderman Sydney Anderson, Chair of the 
Development Committee, Good Relations 
Officer Louise McCrory, Good Relations 
Support Officer Marian Fitzpatrick, Colin Craig 
from Tides Training and course participants.

Organised by Craigavon Borough Council’s Development Department, 14 local community centre attendants 
and playgroup leaders explored topics including the nature and causes of conflict in local society and creative 
methods to deal with conflict throughout the local area.

The training will help them address issues at a local level and promote diversity and interdependence as key 
areas in their daily work.

Conversation Lozenges Project

An over 60’s social group from Portadown have given a heart warming snapshot into their daily lives through 
the development of an inspirational photo diary DVD.

15 residents from the Over 60’s Social Centre at The Watson Centre, Portadown, were given disposable 
cameras and were guided by artists Anne Donnelly and Victor Sloane to help develop the innovative DVD 
entitled ‘Conservation Lozenges’.  

Each participant took pictures of what is most important to them in their daily lives including family, 
grandchildren, pets, garden and daily routines.  All the images were then uploaded onto DVD for members of 
the group to watch and gain an insight into their fellow group members life stories.

Launching the DVD at the Watson Centre was Mayor of Craigavon, Alderman Stephen Moutray, who 
commented; “I am delighted to launch this interesting DVD.  The development of this DVD offered group 
members the opportunity to showcase what is most important to them in their daily lives and share personal 
images with the group.  All members worked as a team to help develop this snapshot journey which helped 
build lasting friendships along the way.” 

This project was funded by Good Relations within Craigavon Borough Council’s Development Department 
which receives financial support from the Office of the First Minister and Deputy First Minister.

The Watson Centre is a Craigavon Borough Council facility within the Development Department.



Mayor of Craigavon, Alderman Stephen Moutray MLA is presented with a copy of the DVD by Community 
Centre Manager Gillian McAllister at the launch. Looking on were members of the Over 60’s Club; Marian 
Fitzpatrick, Good Relations Support Offi cer; Artist Ann Donnelly; Marion Weir, Re-imaging Development 
Offi cer and Gillian Taggart, Watson Centre Volunteer.

This project receives fi nancial support from OFMDFM


